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man who could bear arms to be ready to fight.
After all, the seamen might fail, and troops must
be ready.
Just as the Spaniards looked on their Armada
as an attack by landing an army in England, so
the English, too, considered it as a plan to invade
England by pouring Parma's troops across the
Channel. Naturally they hoped that the English
seamen would harass and check the great trans-
ports, but they knew failure was possible, and with
the sudden gale keeping the English stormbound
in port the danger grew.
There was no standing army of professional
troops to m itch the famous Spanish infantry.
England had to rely c*n her " trained bands ",
men who had some tracing in arms, but were by
no means professional.
The coast of the Netherlands faces the mouth
of the Thames,* and therefore it was at Tilbury
* that the English assembled to meet the invader.
_A great camp was formed there, cannon collected,
arms* and equipment. A special small body was
enlisted to act as the Queen's guard, for she would
be the person above all to be struck at if the
Spaniards landed. The actual moment of attack,
the great trial, rouse*d all men. One regiment
from Dorset offered five hundred pounds to be
allowed to form part of the Queen's bodyguard.
Elizabeth, who for so many years had felt she must
play for time, must pretend and scheme and use
any shift while her country grew strong, now knew
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